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Abstract: With the increasing of ecological crisis, there are lots of ecological studies about the 
environmental problems. Ecocriticism emerged in the 1990s as a field of study that focuses on the 
relationship of human and nature. Hence, Romantic poetry and particularly William Wordsworth 
and Nader Naderpour‟s poetry, are the most interesting subjects for the ecocritical studies in 
literature. William Wordsworth (1770-1850) is the greatest poet of Romantic age and a worshiper 
of nature. Also Nader Naderpour (1929-2000) is one of the contemporary Persian Poets whose 
poetry dealing with Romantic tendencies more than the other Iranian poets, he also makes 
intensive use of nature in his poems. Both Wordsworth and Naderpour compose poems about 
nature and through them they encourage the equality and harmony between nature and human 
beings. Due to the considering of nature in their poems, an ecocritical studying of them is 
applicable here. This comparative study aims at investigating different approaches towards nature 
employed by the two poets. There has been some critical works on Wordsworth and Naderpour‟s 
poetry from different points of view separately, but no comparative study has been done from 
ecological aspect. Through the exploration of nature in Wordsworth and Naderpour‟s poetry, this 
paper tries to encourage the modern man to look at nature as an equal to himself. In fact, man‟s 
feeling of being superior to nature, is the major factor for the environmental destruction. So that, 
with a deep thinking about man‟s existence in this natural world, he would get dependence on his 
surroundings. It is evident that both poets try to encourage the modern man to respect and protect 
nature and treat all the creatures in the world equally to himself, this is exactly in accordance with 
the aim of all ecologists. 
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Introduction 
     Romanticism was a literary Movement that 
began in Europe by the end of the 18
th
 century.  
Actually it was a reaction against the Industrial 
Revolution and the Age of Enlightenment. The 
major subject matter of Romantics is the beauty 
and satisfactions that have its roots in nature. They 
believe that man should derive pleasure from what 
he sees in nature. Romanticism in poetry 
emphasizes on emotions and feelings rather than 
reason. In fact it was in response to the 
enlightenment ideals.  
     The most important characteristic of this 
movement is the writer can expresses his feelings 
freely. Actually there is an emphasis on human 
imagination. Romantic poetry is the representation 
of the poet that shows the nostalgic state of man in 
the modern world, concentrating on man‟s 
separation from Nature. Jonathan Bate in his 
influential book, Romantic Ideology, claims that 
“Romantics were the first ecologists due to their 
challenging and countering the ideology of capital 
and originating a holistic vision of Nature” (Bate, 
1991, p. 57). 
     The Romantic Movement in English Language 
is set in the year 1798 when William Wordsworth 
and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, publish of their 
poem called “Lyrical Ballads”.  
Romanticism in Wordsworth 
     William Wordsworth (1770-1850) was a great 
Romantic poet who is written many poems about 
nature. He had a happy childhood because he lived 
in the Lake District. So that nature could be a 
powerful inspiration for him to make poems. 
Wordsworth writes about nature; therefore, his 
poetry enables readers to enjoy nature and get 
pleasure from it. He belonged to the era of 
revolutions; the American Revolution, the 
Industrial Revolution and the French Revolution. 
He saw how the Industrial Revolution affected on 
man‟s relation to nature and environment. 
     The major theme in his poetry is that man have 
lost touch with nature. Hence, he was against the 
Industrial Revolution, because of its destruction of 
the natural environment. Wordsworth thinks that 
this modern material world is full of violence and 
misery. He saw that people are no more spiritual. 
Therefore there are a few number of good people in 
this world who care for others and other creatures. 
In “The Prelude”, Book 12 he says:  
Why is the glorious Creature to be found? 
Only one in ten thousand? What one is,  
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Why many may not be? What bars are thrown? 
By nature in the way of such a hope?  
Our animal wants and the necessities  
Which they impose, are these the obstacles? 
(Wordsworth, 1798, lines: 90-95)  
     To him, the Industrial Revolution and the 
French Revolution caused the separation of man 
from nature and other human beings. Hazarika in 
an article „William Wordsworth and Nature: An 
Ecological Inquiry‟, stated that: 
Wordsworth rejected the 
assumption that human should 
dominate nature and in his poetry 
he artistically attempts to justify 
his own view. In this sense he is 
the most environmentally 
conscious poet of the Romantic 
age of English literature. 
     British ecocriticism was inaugurated by 
Jonathan Bate, a critic of romanticism and 
ecocriticism. In 1991, Bate published a book on 
romanticism Romantic Ecology: Wordsworth and 
the Environmental Tradition. He thinks that 
Wordsworth‟s poetry gives the man pleasure 
derived from nature, so it can teach us “how to 
walk with nature”. In fact, Bate believes that 
Wordsworth‟s poetry is a good example of nature 
writing from the viewpoint of the ecocriticism. 
Bate believes, “The time is now right to allow 
Wordsworth to become once more what he 
imagined himself to be, what Shelley called him, 
and what he was to the Victorians: „Poet of 
Nature‟.” (Bate, 1991, p.8). 
     Wordsworth in his poetry, through various 
stages has developed his literary vision of nature. 
In the first stage, Wordsworth as a child looks upon 
nature as a source of pleasure like riding, fishing 
and walking. In the second stage, Wordsworth 
shows a passion for a sensuous beauty in the 
nature. As he grows, he loved nature with an 
unreflecting passion altogether untouched by 
intellectual interests. The French Revolution 
opened Wordsworth‟s eyes. In third stage, there is 
the poet‟s witness of human suffering in France 
and also there is the spiritual interpretation of 
nature.      Stephen Bygrave in Romantic Writings, 
writes, “Wordsworth puts his faith neither in the 
Utopia of the French revolutionaries nor in a new 
heaven and earth but in a renewal of the old 
world.” (Bygrave, 1996, p.102). 
Romanticism in Naderpour 
     Emergence of Romanticism is simultaneous 
with the industrial revolution, growth of 
urbanization, and collapse of classical systems. 
This school spread all over the world. One of the 
nations in which infected by the Romanticism, is 
Iran. Although Romanticism in Iran is not as a 
school of thinking, it is a literary trend. Romantic 
Movement has existed in Iran, during the years of 
the appearance of the new generation of the poets 
after Nima Ushij. Romanticism is more prominent 
in the poetry of Naderpour, due to the presence of 
features such as criticizing the realizations of the 
modern civilization, return to childhood, village 
praising, nature praising, 
     Nader Naderpour (1929-2000), was a celebrated 
Persian poet, literary critic, and political scholar. 
His parents were fluent in French and also they had 
a deep love for art, music and history. Naderpour 
grew up under the supervisions of his culturally 
rich parents. As a poet he is less known in the 
English speaking world. Naderpour speaks in a 
language familiar to every one of Iranian people, 
through the universal themes of nature, romance, 
youth, passage of time, etc. Though Nima Yooshij 
(1896-1960), is known as the father of New Persian 
poetry. In fact, Naderpour was among the Iranian 
poets who shaped the New Persian Poetry. It is 
worth to mention that he is considered as the first 
Iranian poet who opened up exciting doors of the 
New Persian Poetry. 
     Naderpour was nominated for the Noble Prize in 
literature. Through the familiar themes of nature 
and romance, he speaks with us. In fact, he has the 
ability to get so close to nature. Ehsan 
Yarshater (2001), states that: 
“In my opinion, Naderpour‟s 
poems are lasting poems. 
Undoubtedly, his works will be 
counted among the classics in the 
Persian language. In the last 
twenty years we owe thanks to 
Naderpour for many expressions 
that have now become popular 
and universal, such as the sadness 
of exile, being cut from our own 
roots, disheartened by the 
homeland that is being 
traumatized. In addition, he has 
given life to his poems through 
his beautiful descriptions, and 
through new, effective 
explanations he has made 
apparent to us the ambiguous, 
complex conditions of our own 
hidden conscience. His poem is 
the poem of our sadness, our 
worries, our hopes, and our 
disappointments.” (Kaveh 
magazine, 2001, p.14). 
     He published various collections of poems, 
many of them translated 
into English, French, German, and Italian. His 
publications are: Eyes and Hands (1954), Daughter 
of the Cup (1955), The Grape Poem (1958), 
Collegium of the Sun (1960), Not Plant and Stone, 
but Fire (1978), From the Sublime to the 
Ridiculous (1978), The Last Supper (1978), False 
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Dawn (1982), Blood and Ash (1989), and Earth 
and Time (1996). 
     The poems composed by Naderpour are rich in 
imagery. He was an imagist and a classic poet who 
lived in a modern world, and wrote in a modern 
style. In the introduction to his tenth and last 
collection of poems, Earth and Time, Naderpour 
noted that:  
Poems come from “Heaven” and 
remain alien on “Earth”; instead 
of “place” they deal with 
“nature” and instead of “time” 
they deal with “history.” A poet 
who leaves his country and 
migrates to an alien land talks 
about his new home in terms of 
his original homeland. With his 
words he pictures the nature of 
his homeland, and instead of 
speaking of the “past” or the 
“future,” he links “history” with 
“eternity.” For an exiled poet the 
images of his homeland will 
always stay alive, but the 
homeland‟s history, as well as its 
present, will be (for him) 
“eternity”. 
     Both Wordsworth and Naderpour use nature in 
their works with Romantic tendencies. The 
application of nature and praising of natural 
environment in their works is obvious. It is worth 
to mention that in ecocriticism, the focus is given 
to nature in literature. In order to analyze 
Wordsworth and Naderpour‟s poems in the light of 
ecocriticism, it is necessary to have an 
understanding of the theory of ecocriticism.  
Ecocriticism 
     Over the last three decades of the twentieth 
century, ecocriticism emerged as a field of literary 
study. Its roots go back to the late 1970s, and it 
began developing in 1990s. It is also referred to as 
“green criticism”, “green studies”, and 
“environmental literary criticism”. The term 
“Ecocriticism” was coined in 1978 by William 
Rueckert in his essay „Literature and Ecology: An 
Experiment in Ecocriticism‟. Rueckert‟s purpose 
was to focus on the application of ecology to the 
study of literature. In 1990, Cheryl Glotfelty was 
the first who hold an academic position as a 
professor of literature and Environment. 
    With the publication of two seminal works, The 
Ecocriticism Reader edited by Cheryll Glotfelty 
and Harold Fromm and Environmental Imagination 
by Lawrence Buell, the term “ecocriticism” first 
officially came into the reader‟s view. 
“Ecocriticism is the study of the relationship 
between literature and the environment conducted 
in a spirit of commitment to environmentalist 
praxis” (Buell, 2005, p.430). Lawrence Buell‟s 
definition emphasizes that ecocriticism is about the 
relationship between literature and the environment 
or the ecology. In fact, for the study of 
ecocriticism, an understanding of the 
environmental destruction of modern times is 
necessary.  
     In 1973, „deep ecology‟ was coined by a 
Norwegian philosopher, Arne Naess (1912-2009). 
Naess was an important figure of the environmental 
movement of the late twentieth century. He 
distinguished between deep ecology and shallow 
ecology. Actually, the shallow ecology is 
concerned with the usefulness of the earth to 
human. Deep ecology or biocentrism is presented 
in contrast to it. In fact, it is the belief that nature 
does not exist to serve humans. Deep ecology 
emphasizes that ecological crisis is caused by 
anthropocentric view of man. To deep ecologists, 
human beings have no greater value than other 
creatures. Judi Bari states that: 
 “Nature does not exist to serve 
humans. Rather, humans are a 
part of nature, one species among 
many. All species have the right 
to exist for their own sake, 
regardless of their usefulness to 
humans” (Bari, 1995, p.22). 
     Deep ecologists want the modern man to ask 
deep questions about his personal lifestyle. They 
claim that by asking deeper questions about 
himself, man can discover his true place in nature. 
Due to the effort of all ecocritics, ecocriticism 
quickly gained reputation and significance. 
Ecocritics focus on the re-reading of a work, then 
employing a nature-based approach of considering 
how nature is depicted in the words of a poet. They 
focus on nature as an important subject of literary 
creation. 
Review of Literature 
     Some articles have been published on these two 
poets, regarding romanticism or ecocriticism. 
Marof in an article „A Comparative Study of 
Romanticism in the Poetry of Naderpour and Seyed 
Ghotb‟ in 1390 compared the romantic elements in 
the poetry of these two poets. The writer compared 
six elements of romanticism in the poems of 
Naderpour and Seyed Ghotb. Finally Marof 
concludes that there are similarities in the poetry of 
these two poets from the Romantic point of view.  
     In 1389 Khalili, in „Romanticism in the poetry 
of Naderpour‟ represents the elements of 
romanticism such as childhood, love of the country 
life, love of the nature, and nostalgia in the poetry 
of Naderpour. The writer concludes that 
Naderpour‟s poetry has many features of the 
romantic poetry.  
     Furthermore, in an article „Comparative Study 
of Nostalgia in the Poetry of Hejazi and 
Naderpour‟ in 1390, Parvini shows the analysis of 
poetry of these two from the nostalgic point of 
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view. The writer shows in seven poems of these 
two, how the poet is cut from the present, the idea 
of returning to the past and the sweet memories are 
raised. Parvini concludes that these two poets use 
the elements of romanticism in their poetry. But so 
far there has been no ecological study on the works 
of Naderpour. 
     In 2005 essay „A Dialectical Love between 
Nature and Mind: An Ecofeminist Reading of 
Wordsworth‟s Poetry‟, Huey-jen Kuo explores the 
nature represented in Wordsworth‟s poetry and the 
dialectical love between nature and imagination 
from the echofeminist perspective. He believes that 
Wordsworth‟s nature is the result of 
anthropocentric appropriation of nature and this 
human centered attitude is what ecofeminism 
argues against.  
     Hazarika in his essay entitled „William 
Wordsworth and Nature: An Ecological Inquiry‟ in 
2012 analyses the presentation and treatment of 
nature in the three poems of Wordsworth. The 
writer shows that Wordsworth rejected the 
assumption that human should dominate nature and 
in his poetry he artistically attempts to justify his 
own view. In this sense Wordsworth is the most 
environmentally conscious poet of the Romantic 
age of English literature.  
    Moreover in 2012 Moniruzzaman Miah in 
„Wordsworth‟s Nature Poetry: An Eco-Scientific 
Perspective‟ aims at researching deep into 
Wordsworth‟s selected nature poems from eco-
scientific point of view. The writer compares Keats 
and Wordsworth in their attitude to and concern for 
nature. The paper comes to this conclusion that 
Wordsworth is not only a spiritual thinker but also 
an ecological activist.  
     Although there have been a great deal of studies 
on both William Wordsworth and Naderpour‟s 
poetry separately, but there have been no written 
documents in which their poetry have been 
compared based on ecological point of view. 
     This comparative study on William Wordsworth 
and Nader Naderpour, aims to find the elements of 
similarity and difference between these two. 
Although they belong to two different cultures, 
times, and places, they have certain features in 
common. They have the same feelings but they 
have used different languages for expression. Both 
poets use nature in their works with Romantic 
tendencies. The main objective of this paper is to 
focus on the ecological consciousness in the nature 
poems of Wordsworth and Naderpour. 
Methodology  
     The present study will be considered as a 
comparative, and even parallel, reading of works of 
William Wordsworth and Nader Naderpour. In 
fact, it is based on a library research and analysis of 
the poems of these two poets, in the light of the 
ecocriticism. The selected poems of Wordsworth 
and Naderpour are the primary source of the paper. 
Moreover, the secondary information has been used 
whenever needed. 
According to the above mentioned points, this 
paper try to find answer for the following 
questions: 
1. How nature is presented in the poetry of 
Wordsworth? 
2. How nature is presented in the poetry of 
Naderpour? 
3. What similarities and differences can be 
found in the poetry of Wordsworth and 
Naderpour from the ecological point of view? 
Nature in the poetry of Wordsworth 
     Nature and the representation of nature vary in 
all Romantic poets. William Wordsworth, the most 
influential British poet of Nature, was a poet who 
found beauty and peace in nature. He lived in the 
age of the industrial revolution, which clearly had a 
great influence on him. Seeing what has happened 
after the Industrial revolution, he became 
disappointed and writes poems criticizing 
industrialization for the damage it brings to nature 
and man. By writing about the beauty of nature, he 
expresses his ideas about the negative aspect of 
industrial revolution.  
    He tried masterfully to show his readers that all 
fields of industrial revolution are the cause of the 
social and environmental problems. Wordsworth 
writes many poems about nature, which is one of 
the most important themes in his poetry. Moreover, 
he views man as a part of nature not superior to 
nature, so he objects anthropocentrism. 
Wordsworth encourages people to love and respect 
nature and look at plants and animals equally. 
     Interestingly, by encouraging his readers to look 
at the natural world, Wordsworth enables them to 
enjoy life. That is why his readers derive pleasure 
from his nature poetry. As Wordsworth sees a bond 
between man and nature, he believes that man can 
live in peace and harmony in the company of 
nature. He feels that human happiness links with 
good environment. For him, man and nature are not 
apart, they are equal. This is exactly what ecocritics 
(especially deep ecocritics) insists on. 
     Wordsworth believes that in pure and beautiful 
nature the inner beauty of man develops. In fact, 
love of nature leads to the love of man. 
Wordsworth focuses on a friendly relationship of 
both, man and nature, therefore; by connecting with 
natural world, man can break away from the 
tyranny of the civilized and material world. 
Nature in the poetry of Naderpour 
     One of the contemporary poets, whose poetry 
shows the strongest Romantic sensitivities in 
comparison with the other Iranian poets, is Nader 
Naderpour. The Romantic poetry has some features 
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such as spontaneity, individualism, solitary life 
rather than life in society, and the love of the nature 
and beauty. These features are evident in the poetry 
of modern Persian poet Naderpour. 
      In Naderpour‟s poetry the reader can view the 
tendency of nature. He speaks in a language 
familiar to his readers, because his poems cover a 
variety of subjects and nature is one of them. In 
some of his poems, Naderpour shows the negative 
effects of industrialization and modern age. With 
the daily advances of technology in the modern 
society, he witnesses that modern society is filled 
with man‟s sorrow, mental illnesses, hatred, 
revenge, and death,. Therefore, there is a mental 
and spiritual gap between human beings and their 
environment, which stem from man‟s 
anthropocentric views about Nature. When reading 
his poems the reader get that Naderpour is accusing 
the modern age of having lost its connection to 
nature.  
Roger Sedarat „on Naderpour‟ states: 
“I recall in looking for a modern 
Persian poet, we wanted writing 
that would speak beyond one 
specific culture. There was also 
something about Naderpour‟s 
ability to get so close to nature 
for me, a somewhat refreshing 
return to the romantic in what has 
become in America such a post-
modern, surrealistic time for 
poetry. As far as modern Persian 
poets go, Naderpour proved a 
some-what easy choice, as he 
remains relatively unknown in 
the west and the poetry from his 
last books (arguably his best), 
have failed to appear in a 
complete English translation. The 
best motivation, however, came 
from our initial attempts at 
collaborating. At once I had a 
sense that we both were able to 
surrender to this poet‟s voice, 
allowing him to speak through 
us, both in Persian and English.” 
(Sedarat, 2012, pp.24-25) 
     Similar to Wordsworth, in Naderpour‟s poetry 
we can see his criticism of the modern age, the 
happy memories of childhood, praising 
countryside, and praising nature.  
The Romantic features in the poetry of 
Wordsworth and Naderpour from Ecocritical 
point of view: 
The memories of childhood: 
     The happy memory of childhood is a kind of 
golden factor for the Romantic poets. In some of 
the Romantic works there are the desire for going 
back to the childhood and having the memories of 
that times. The remembrance of childhood and its 
sweet memories is the common theme in the poetry 
of Naderpour and Wordsworth. 
      In Naderpour‟s poetry the reader can see the 
representation of his early connection with nature. 
The poet in "Turn and Return”, has a sweet 
returning to his childhood, and he consider it as a 
green village where everything is pure.  
I voyaged to the verdant village of youth 
To the shades of butterflies in midday blaze 
To the rainy sanctum of corn-poppies 
Again I slipped into the body aged ten 
Afresh childhood called from afar 
Wholly the sun bliss streamed through my glance 
And divulged the secret to the springs transparence  
In the eyes of a ten year old that I was 
Our house still facing the universe 
Adorned with windows of blue glass 
Still, clouds turned away yet returned 
With a lush garden of sunny vistas. (Naderpour, 
1382, p.560) 
 
     Naderpour represents the very happy 
atmosphere of nature all around him. The reader 
feels poet was in complete unity with nature. His 
grief stems from his inability to experience what he 
had in childhood. For Naderpour, his childhood 
was a time when nature looks like a dream. In fact, 
the poet tries to enter into a state of cheerfulness. 
But the real happiness is only when man becomes 
able to understand nature deeper and as a source of 
guidance for his life. 
     The poet wants to broaden the reader‟s senses 
towards nature and wants the reader to think about 
their own existence. Through this poem, Naderpour 
wants to show the bond between man and nature. 
Masterfully, the poet desires to show when man is 
away from nature and live in despair and misery of 
the urban life, the only way to soothe his nostalgia 
is through the remembrance of the happy memories 
of his connecting with nature. Consequently, man 
would concern for nature and everything within it 
more. We can say it is in accordance with what 
deep ecologists especially Arne Naess believe. 
     Memorizing the past, has much to do with the 
idealization of nature by the Romantic poets. 
Arthur O. Lovejoy, one of the most important 
critics of Romanticism, in his well-known essay 
“On the Discrimination of Romanticism”, states 
that Hans Georg Schenk wrote how “those who 
feel apprehensive about the future will often cast a 
nostalgic glance back at the past and will at times 
even try to live in some bygone era. This is one of 
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the most characteristic features of Romanticism.” 
(Lovejoy, 1924, p.231). 
     In William Wordsworth‟s “Ode: Intimations of 
Immortality from Recollections of Early 
Childhood” (1807) his early experiences of nature 
and his memories of childhood is represented. In 
the past time, the natural world appeared to him as 
“appareled in celestial light” (4). Now, in the 
present, this appearance of the world has 
changed. Now for the busy modern man, the 
connection with nature is only through the 
recollections of childhood‟s memories. 
There was a time when meadow, grove, and 
stream, 
The earth, and every common sight, 
To me did seem 
Apparell‟d in celestial light, 
The glory and the freshness of a dream. 
It is not now as it hath been of yore;-- 
Turn wheresoe'er I may, 
By night or day, 
The things which I have seen I now can see no 
more. (Wordsworth, 1807, p.308) 
     The poet states that modern human beings busy 
their lives with material things. Wordsworth wants 
the reader to ask questions from themselves about 
their bond with nature. The modern man should 
broaden his senses and vision “Our birth is but a 
sleep and a forgetting” (59). Furthermore, the poet 
looks back into memories of his childhood, which 
is a kind of access to the lost natural world. 
Returning to the time that he has been with nature 
all the years makes him happy again, because he 
has a lot of recollections of his childhood with the 
nature so, he can feel the joy like he felt before.  
           These two poems can support Wordsworth 
and Naderpour‟s ecological position as poets who 
concern for Nature. In their poems, both 
Wordsworth and Naderpour show in their 
childhood all nature was like a dream, now the 
poets lament on not being able to see the glory of 
childhood dreams they had. But they still see the 
good and beautiful things of nature: the rainbow 
coming, the rose, the moon, and the sunshine. 
Nature is important to both of them; therefore, 
Wordsworth and Naderpour use their poetry to 
shows the relationship between nature and human 
life, and to prove the belief that nature can have an 
effect on man‟s emotion and spirit. Professor Ker 
states that “Romanticism implies reminiscence, and 
that it is dependent on the past. Romanticism 
romanticizes the past, so that lovely memories will 
never die.” (Lovejoy, 1924, p.232). 
The criticism of materialism and 
industrialization  
     Romantics believe that the disadvantage of 
modernization is more than its advantages. In fact, 
they insist that urbanization is the product of the 
modern world. Naderpour in his poem “From the 
Sky to the Rope” criticized the evils of the urban 
life of the time. 
And sunshine is hardly the Messiah of light 
And wholly the clouds are pregnant with winter 
And brooks in their careless course 
Merge with the river of no sunlight 
And lanes in their constant advance 
Are certain of desperation in cul-de-sacs. 
(Naderpour, 1382, lines: 7-12).    
     In the modernized world, Naderpour saw the 
bitter realities of life, such as depression and 
violence. There is a distance between human 
beings, and also man and his natural surroundings. 
The poem reflects the sufferings that the poet saw 
in the modern world. Here he was against the 
materialistic society because he thought it effects 
on people‟s innocence. He thought it made them 
materialistic, especially when they turn to industrial 
society. Therefore, they do not consider themselves 
as part of nature and other creatures that are around 
them.  
    Moreover, modern psychologists have proved 
that majority of people suffer from different types 
of mental illness because of the challenges of the 
modern city. When man is unable to overcome a 
challenging situation, he feels anxious and 
frustration. Therefore, there is loss of faith and 
moral values, lack of human relationship, 
commercialization of life, mental tension and wars. 
And a flower fails to find the grass 
If immersed in sunlight flow 
The fish race seeks a course to land 
And soil is a refuge not affable as the sea 
Every nightfall, the earth dreams of its downfall. 
(Ibid: 27-31).     
    This modern man is no more cares for other 
people and creatures around him. He thinks that he 
has greater value than other creatures, and 
everything in the world is at the service of him. 
Hence, there would be no bond between him and 
natural world.   
Kindle the candle 
Treat the trees with compassion and care 
Give to the rivers the courage 
Of blending with the suns warmth 
Confer on alleys the will 
To cross the darkness of dead ends 
Bestow on hearts such nobility 
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So they will ignite the light of truth in the night of 
disbelief. (ibid: 77-84). 
 
     After experiencing the modern world of sorrow 
and grief, Naderpour seeks nature. He wants man 
to come to the nature again. Hence, the modern 
man comes to understand that environmental crisis 
are the effects of his destructive efforts. As stated 
before the purpose of the Romantic poet is to 
awake the human being and broaden his senses. 
Actually he encourages them to love and respect 
nature and look at all creatures in the world 
equally. When man sees himself in other creatures 
in the world, naturally he would concern for earth 
and everything within it. So the modern man can 
discover his true place in nature and feel his 
dependence on nature and everything within it. It is 
one way of overcoming his tension and 
frustrations. 
     William Wordsworth frequently emphasizes the 
importance of nature to man's spiritual 
development. A good relationship with nature helps 
individuals connect to the spiritual and the social 
worlds. One of his poems about the influence of 
industrial revolution on nature is “The World Is 
Too Much with Us” (1807). It is a sonnet that the 
speaker states his feelings about the effects of 
Industrial Revolution. Wordsworth expresses his 
negative feeling about industrialization, how it 
ruins the relation of human being with the natural 
world, and how man sees himself superior to 
nature.   
     In “The World Is Too Much with Us”, people 
become egocentric and immoral when they 
distance themselves from nature. In fact, reading 
his poem brings the reader to a state of self-
realization. That is exactly what deep ecologists 
insists on. Actually, „Self-realization‟ is central to 
Naess‟ deep ecology. It means broadening and 
deepening man‟s sense towards nature. When man 
sees himself in other creatures in the world, 
naturally he would concern for environment and 
feel his dependence on nature and everything 
within it. 
In the first four lines of the poem 
The world is too much with us; late and soon, 
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers  
Little we see in nature that is ours  
We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon! 
(Wordsworth, 1807, lines: 1-4) 
     Wordsworth is blaming the modern age of 
having lost its connection to nature. Moreover, he 
condemns industrialization for making people 
selfish and greedy. It is worthy of consideration 
that nature has a lot to bestow on man but there is 
the failure of him to appreciate nature. Wordsworth 
warns man of being too preoccupied in the material 
and industrial value of his lives. “Little we see in 
nature that is ours” (3) Wordsworth shows the 
disconnection between man and nature through this 
line. It gives the reader a deep feeling about his 
position in nature like the feeling Wordsworth had. 
Therefore, this will bring a self-realization for the 
man.  
     Through the line “Getting and spending, we lay 
waste our powers” (2), he shows man‟s greed for 
having and destructing all that is around him. These 
destructing behavior of modern man causes the 
poet to warn him that “We have given our hearts 
away, a sordid boon” (4). This is the result of 
materialistic progress of mankind. Modern man has 
become self-centered and can no longer think 
clearly.  
      Afzal Farooq states that:  “This „getting and 
spending‟ resulting in their lack of concern for 
Nature. Materialistic attitude of men makes them 
oblivious of the fact that Nature should be 
protected. The beauty, charm and healing attributes 
of Nature demand that it should be preserved.” 
(Farooq, 2012, p.121). 
Praising nature and countryside 
      In general, one of the main characteristics of 
romanticism is the constant praising of nature. 
Unfortunately the industrialization and 
urbanization make man‟s distancing from nature. 
Suddenly their lives become something remote and 
far from natural world. For many readers, the 
Romantic poets are synonymous with „nature 
poets‟. Nature, is the purified environment which 
provides more ground for the poet to achieve 
knowledge. That is why Jean Jacques Russo calls 
Romanticism as the return to nature. Furthermore, 
also believes that “the romantic poets have 
enriched the resources of imagery and rhythm, and 
have united man's feelings with external Nature" 
(Fairchild, 1962, p. 215).  
     The countryside and villages are the ideal 
environment for the human happiness. The 
Romantic poets lived or explored the most 
beautiful countryside. There is a concern with 
nature and natural surroundings, also a delight in 
beautiful scenery and in the innocent life of rural. 
Naderpour‟s “A Gate to the Other Side” is a good 
example of this.  Actually, he makes the best use of 
the nature and this poem is filled with the reference 
to the presence of Nature. 
A daybreak odor of the hamlets heavens 
With its grasshoppers and pigeons 
 The smell of fresh milk and grass 
Of its buckthorns and maidens 
A whiff of stones, the sunshine‟s warmth 
The fragrance of flowers and sunset showers 
The scent of saffron and teatime tea 
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Cardamom seed and milk pastry. (Naderpour, 
1382, lines: 17-24). 
         The industrialized society cannot inspire the 
poet; therefore, nature comes to him as a nurse and 
it plays an important role. Naderpour discovers the 
joy that nature give to him and the harmony that 
exists among the natural objects. In this poem, 
nature is a power that exists in everything, and is in 
contact with human heart and wisdom. Here the 
reader can compare this natural world with the dark 
and busy materialized world.  
The other poem in which Naderpour praises the 
nature and village is “Night in the Grain Fields”. 
As wind sets waves to the springs 
The moon has washed the crops with light 
As rainfall showers in the spring 
And the song of a few farmers with sickles 
Blends with the babbling of the brooks (Naderpour, 
1382, lines: 49-54). 
       It could be interpreted from this poem that 
Naderpour is feeling the strong power that exists 
beyond Nature.  His view to nature and countryside 
is something unique. Furthermore, he feels the 
spirit behind Nature, wants others to feel it as well.  
     In “Lines written in Early Spring”, (1978), 
William Wordsworth sees the sanctity of the 
natural environment; the flowers grow, the birds 
sing. Wordsworth sees all around him the fair and 
just works of nature, while sitting in a grove 
hearing the songs of birds. Nature is so much alive 
that he feels human senses are affected by natural 
objects: And “tis my faith that every flower / 
Enjoys the air it breathes”.  
     He discovers the difference between the dark 
and busy world of man and the peaceful world of 
nature. In “Lines written in Early Spring”, 
Wordsworth suggests that the inhumanity of the 
modern man looks darker when compared to the 
world of nature. He writes:  
I heard a thousand blended notes,  
While in a grove I sate reclined,  
In that sweet mood when pleasant thoughts  
Bring sad thoughts to the mind.  
To her fair works did Nature link  
The human soul that through me ran;  
And much it grieved my heart to think  
What man has made of man (Wordsworth, 1978, 
lines: 1-8) 
     Interestingly, the poem “The Tables Turned” 
(1798) contains several lines that represent the 
romantic belief in the sacredness of nature:  
One impulse from a vernal wood  
May teach you‟re more of man,  
Of moral evil and of good,  
Than all the sages can.  
Sweet is the lore which Nature brings;  
Our meddling intellect  
Misshapes the beauteous forms of things: --  
We murder to dissect.  
Enough of Science and of Art;  
Close up those barren leaves;  
Come forth, and bring with you a heart  
That watches and receives. (Wordsworth, 1798, 
lines: 21-32) 
 
     Wordsworth says that he learns more about 
human life from connecting with nature than from 
formal education. Nature strengthens his vision and 
understanding, gives him hope for future and 
soothe his injuries. As a result, Wordsworth intends 
to show the value of survival of human being in 
nature in the way that Bate remarks, “The survival 
of humanity comes with nature‟s mastery over the 
edifices of civilization.” (Bate, 1991, p. 9). 
      After experiencing the world of sorrow and 
grief, the two poets seek nature for peace and 
tranquility. Wordsworth and Naderpour‟s love for 
nature, is in their understanding of the value of 
nature in relation to human life. By warning people 
of their destructive behavior on environment and 
encouraging them to think deeper about their own 
self and existence through literature, modern man 
can preserve the nature and reduce the dangers of 
ecosystem. Ecocriticism today, analyses the causes 
of the environmental degradation with a view to 
warn and reawaken man towards his responsibility 
to Nature and the ecosystem. 
     The present paper aims to analyze the 
approaches of these two poets toward nature and 
see the points of similarity and difference in their 
poetry. As this paper shows there are many 
similarities between the romantic ideas of William 
Wordsworth and Nader Naderpour. They both 
wrote poems about nature, and in them they 
represent their memories of childhood and their 
early experiences of nature. The purpose of them 
was to broaden the reader‟s senses towards nature. 
Wordsworth and Naderpour wants to show when 
man is away from nature and live in despair and 
misery of the urban life, the only way to soothe his 
nostalgia is through the remembrance of the happy 
memories of his connecting with nature.  
     Both Wordsworth and Naderpour express their 
negative feeling about materialization, how modern 
age limits the relation of modern human being with 
the natural world. The final goal of them is to 
broaden and deepen man‟s sense of self towards 
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nature. For both Wordsworth and Naderpour, 
nature increased their understanding, gave them 
hope for future and console their nostalgias. 
     In spite of all these similarities, it is worth to 
mention that there is no document to prove that 
Naderpour was under the influence of 
Wordsworth‟s poetry. Interestingly, William 
Wordsworth is more Romantic than Naderpour. 
Wordsworth, who belongs to the first generation of 
the Romantic poets, is truly considered to be a 
Nature poet. Unlike Naderpour, Wordsworth grew 
up in the beautiful area of mountains, lakes and 
streams. Thus he was in complete touch with nature 
during his childhood. The beauty of this natural 
area was a major source of inspiration for 
Wordsworth throughout his life. Wordsworth saw 
industrial Revolution with his eyes and felt it. 
McKusick maintains that “Wordsworth was not 
only one of the founders of English Romanticism, 
but had a vital influence on and contributed to the 
fundamental ideas and core values of the modern 
environmental movement.” (McKusick, 2000, 
p.11). 
Conclusion 
As environmental crisis is becoming more and 
more serious, many scholars begun to find 
solutions for it in their literary works. Ecocriticism 
emerged as a way of studying the relation between 
literature and environment from where all sciences 
come together to find a way for the survival of the 
earth. Deep ecology is one of the four forms of 
environmentalism, which its main principle is the 
belief that all living environment should be 
respected and regarded as having certain 
legal rights to live and flourish. Deep ecologists 
suggest for solving ecological crisis, we all should 
throw away anthropocentric point of view and just 
focus on the eco-centrism. This is the fact that 
William Wordsworth and Nader Naderpour try to 
show human beings in their selected poems. A 
comparison of the study of ecocriticism in these 
two poets leads one to believe that the roles that 
nature has in the poetry of William Wordsworth as 
a Romantic poet showed essential similarity with 
the ones in the poetry of Nader Naderpour. In fact, 
their poetry has a great moral lesson on modernized 
society. The society is being advised to come close 
to nature. Thus nature becomes a nurse that helps 
man to recover from the sorrows of modern time, it 
also becomes a true guide that leads toward the 
truth. So, there must be enough limitations on the 
part of the individual as regards to nature and its 
resources. Wordsworth and Naderpour warn the 
modern man to think deeper about his existence 
and his rule in the nature. By awaking man of his 
destructive actions on nature in this modern world, 
by praising of the nature and by mentioning the 
value of it in the lives of the modern man, both 
poets try to create a sort of self-realization to man. 
They suggests the reader to love and protect the 
environment, so that there might be less destruction 
for the nature. 
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